Unity Parenting and Counseling, Inc.

Board of Directors Biographies
JOSHUA PONDEXTER – Board Chairman

Joshua Pondexter is the President and CEO of Joshua Pondexter Financial Services which markets investment products, life insurance and mortgage products.  He conducts numerous seminars and holds several professional licenses.  He was born in Texarkana, Arkansas and now resides in a suburb of Chicago.  He loves reading and traveling, and is a devoted father of three sons, ages 16, 14, and 6.  
He decided to become a part of the Board of Directors because he wanted to actively make a difference in the community specifically with regard to the population that Unity Parenting and Counseling serves.

CYNTHIA STEWART

Cynthia Stewart is a residential appraiser, consultant, entrepreneur and affordable housing advocate. She is a baby boomer born in Chicago during the late 1950’s to wonderful working class parents. She holds a Bachelor of Science and Master Urban Planning & Policy degree from the University of Illinois – Chicago. She was raised in the Maple/Morgan Park community on Chicago’s south side. Father Charles Stewart usually worked two jobs, days with RR Donnelley and evenings at the United States Postal Service. In addition to taking care of the home, her mother, Willie Mae often worked in secretarial positions in the legal, banking and real estate industries. Brian Stewart is the only sibling, two years older. He is an Assistant Program Manager for JoRay House, a local supportive home for men. She is a member of the Board of Directors of Unity Parenting and Counseling. Cynthia is a founding organizer for the Empowerment Center for Innovative Thinkers in the Woodlawn community. She is a regular volunteer for her church and serves as the Treasurer of a local Toastmaster Club. Past time activities include cooking and reading.

DOROTHY M. DAWSON
Dorothy M. Dawson was born in Columbus, Georgia.  However, after the death of her mother she moved to Baton Rouge, Louisiana. After a successful basketball career at Capitol High School, she received a full scholarship to play basketball at Grambling State University.  She coached at two high schools in Louisiana, James Stephens High School and Webster High School of Minden, LA which won the State Champions under her direction.  Dorothy then became a swimming instructor at Grambling State University for two years.

Dorothy Dawson moved to Chicago, Illinois 1961 with her children, Leonard and Bonnie.  She began teaching at Dunbar Vocational High School and was Assistant Principal for 17 years.  She became the boy’s track and field coach at Dunbar after the retirement of Coach Louis Torterelli.  She was one of the first women to coach girl’s basketball and track and field in Chicago.  Dawson also coached volleyball and basketball at Dunbar Park of the Chicago Park District.

Mrs. Dawson retired from Dunbar Vocational High School in 1997 after 35 years of service.  She now serves on the Dunbar Local School Council and volunteers her time and resources to the Girls Track and Field and Cross Country Committee for Chicago Public Schools.  Mrs. Dawson is also and active member of USA Track and Field.  She has been involved in that organization since its inception and was a delegate to its constitutional convention in 1979. She currently serves on the National Youth Athletics Executive Committee, is Vice-Chair Administration/Treasurer of USATF and is President of USATF Illinois.  Most of all she enjoys being a doting grandmother to her three grandchildren, Erica, Eric, Aaron Spears, and her great grandson, Ryan Lamonte.

Honors:

· Coach of the Year, Northern Illinois Track and Field, Cross Country Coaches Association

· Hall of Fame, Northern Illinois Track and Field, Cross Country Coaches Association

· Hall of Fame, Illinois High School Basketball Coaches Association

· Presidents Award for Service, USA Track and Field Association

· Coach of the Year nomination, National High School Track and Field Coaches 

Association

· 1979 - Outstanding Teacher of the Year, McDonald’s Association

· 1980 Outstanding Teacher of the Year, Bloom-Kulver Foundation

· Sports Achievement Award: Institute for Athletics and Education

· 2001 Service Award, Illinois High School Association

· 2002 – 2003 Head Women’s Track and Field Coach at Chicago State University

· Conducted a Cross Country Workshop for Chicago Public Elementary Schools, which culminated with Regional and City Championship Meets

HERSCHEL LEE GAMBLE

Herschel Lee Gamble who is a husband, parent, foster parent, and grandfather is a native of Gary, Indiana. Growing up in an environment of a desire to serve others, he early on developed attitude of service.  He was raised in a home where service to others was given great value.  His father, who died when he was three (3), was a school teacher. His mother took in socially challenged individuals who found themselves homeless or in need of support by way of shelter, food and/or clothing; she also fostered many children.   Age eight (8), Herschel dreamed of one day having a “big house with a lot of people living in it who needed help.”

After losing his mother at age fifteen (15), Herschel traveled to Chicago with an understanding that he would live one of his aunts.  This arrangement did not work out very well and he found himself homeless.  Though his experience as a homeless teen, Herschel gained first-hand knowledge of required support apparatus needed to help a person obtain self-sufficiency.  This experience would later become an invaluable tool in the service to others who found themselves stricken by homelessness.  Herschel later found refuge in the home of a minister and his wife who provided further example of service to others.

Through hard work at the Cook County School of Nursing and determination, In 1973 Herschel became a practical nurse and worked for over 20 years in Cook County Hospital’s Med/Psych Division.  Nestled within those twenty (20) years of working for the Hospital, Herschel was employed as a Health Care Review Analyst for the Illinois Foundation for Medical Care’s Hospital Admission Surveillance Program (HASP).  This program was in collaboration and contracted with the Illinois Department of Public AID. (IDPA). In his position there, he was responsible for the supervision of 31 coordinator and 12 area supervisors, as well as the reviewing, interpreting, and the development of program policies and procedures.

In 1985, Herschel began to realize his dream of service to others when he opened the door of his home to five homeless youth.  This was the beginning of Community Supportive Living Systems, Inc., (CSLS) of which Herschel was the founder/CEO.  Now for over two decades and, through its 14 various housing and employment programs, CSLS has provided housing and supportive services to youth, adults, families, people living with HIV/AIDS, and individuals with other challenges  who were faced with homelessness.

CSLS has been acclaimed locally, nationally, and internationally, from the White House to Chicago’s City Hall, to as far away as South Africa for its unique and holistic approach in providing a continuum of housing and support services particularly to people living with HIV/AIDS. As a part of a national pilot project, CSLS was partnered with the Chicago Dept. of Health, AIDS Foundation of Chicago, and the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in the implementation of the Illinois Public Health Correctional and Community Initiative.  This pilot is one of eight (8) re-entry programs in the country and is focus on ex-offenders with HIV/AIDS who has left or leaving the state’s correctional facilities.

In addition to Herschel many organizational affiliations and desire to better serve the community, he served on the board of organizations and various committees.  He was also the founder of the Metro Service Providers Association, a coalition consisting of Executive Directors and ministers representing over sixty (60) south suburban, south and west side of Chicago services organizations and churches. 

 In 1999 thru 2002 Herschel also was the originator and organizer of the internationally acclaimed “ONE VOICE: Gospel Artist Respond to AIDS: which was a HIV/AIDS awareness campaign focusing on the Faith based community nationwide.  Partnering with ‘ONE VOICE” was the U.S. Surgeon General himself, Dr. David Satcher, the Office of the U.S. Surgeon General, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Service Washington D.C., The Balm of Gilead, and the Magic Johnson Foundation.  The campaign consisted of recording artists e.g. Dr. Bobby Jones, Kirk Franklin, Andre Crouch, Shirley Caesar, and many more recording the “ONE VOICE” HIV/AIDS CD and performing in a series of gospel concert while educating their audiences of thousands about HIV/AIDS.   This campaign covered three states and finally South Africa.  

LILA PETETT

My name is Lila Petett a new board member with Unity Parenting and Counseling Inc. as of December of 2008.  I was born and raised in Flint Michigan where most of my immediate family still resides.  My only child is a college freshman at Tennessee State University in Nashville, TN.  As a single parent myself, I was deeply moved by the mission of the organization and services it provides to many single parents and their children. When approached, I could not resist dedicating time and service to this most invaluable organization.  I am relationship manager/vp for Charter One Bank.  My outside interests include liturgical dance, traveling, reading and interior decorating.

Willie F. Lewis
Experience


Chapman and Cutler LLP


Chicago, Illinois

Partner
Corporate Finance Group
September 1999 – Present


• Represent banks, leasing companies, insurance companies, finance companies, pension 
funds and other financial institutions in a wide variety of leasing, equipment finance, commercial lending, private placement, and other financial transactions ranging from 
single lender unsecured loans to complicated multi‑party secured transactions.  


• Represent equity and debt counsel in U.S. and cross‑border leveraged lease, single investor true lease, synthetic lease financings (including 97‑10 construction financings) and capital lease financings of a broad range of assets, including railroad rolling stock, aircraft, machinery, equipment, office buildings, intermodal facilities, warehouses, retail stores, manufacturing plants, 
process plants, cogeneration facilities, power plants, and other industrial facilities.  

• Represent institutional investors in the monetization and collateralization of assets in receivables and asset-securitization transactions, including U.S. Government energy contracts and Major League Baseball stadium revenues.

Education


McCormick Theological Seminary

Chicago, Illinois


Master of Divinity Candidate, December 2009


DePaul University College of Law


Chicago, Illinois


Juris Doctor, 1999


  • DePaul Law Review


  • DePaul Business Law Journal


  Research Assistant to Professor John Decker (assisted in publication of


    Illinois Criminal 
Law: A Survey of Crimes and Defenses.)

  • Black Law Student Association


DePaul University




Chicago, Illinois

Bachelor of Arts, Political Science, 1996


Dean’s List

Affiliations


Member, State Bar of Illinois, Admitted 1999


National Bar Association


American Bar Association


Cook County Bar Association

Community Service


Gulf Shores Academy, Board of Directors


Mary M. Young New Direction Community Development Corporation, Board of Directors

Chicago Appleseed Fund for Justice

CONSTANCE COLIN

CHARLES HILSON
PATRICIA A. POWELL

